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farmer needed. If Farmer Jones needed nails with
which to build his barn he might trade a cord of
wood or ten pounds of maple sugar with his
neighbor. Farmer Smith. who was a blacksmith.
A farmer who did nothing but farm was rare.
By the l840s more and
more Vermonters began
making their livings away
from the farm. Men
worked in granite and marble quarries and soapstone.
slate and talc mines. They
logged in the forests and spent long days in the mills
that sprung up in towns along the rivers. Women
and girls worked too. Most worked in the home
but many others labored alongside men in
businesses and industry.

