
Public opinion about liquor consumption did not 
change overnight when Prohibition was repealed in 
1933. Local Option still existed in Vermont and many 
towns remained "dry." 

From Vermont's early days when settlers first 
cleared land for farms in the Vermont wilderness, to 
the present, sentiment towards alcohol has roller 
coastered from one extreme to another. The historic 
1986 passing of House Bill 6, Act 99, which raised 
the Vermont drinking age, is but another example of 
these swings. 

Wet Weather Ahead? 
Consult Your Local Onion. 

VOCABULARY 

utter - speak 
spirits - used in this way means "alcohol" 
potent - strong 
rod - a unit of measure equal to 16 ½ feet 
grog - liquor 
temperance - moderation 
potential - possible 
inevitable - unavoidable 
fatal - deadly 
abstinence - going without 
zeal - eagerness 
vend - sell 
ardent - strong 
pauperism - poverty 
dry - used in this way means "without alcohol" 
repeal - to withdraw officially 
ratification - approval or confirmation 
decade - ten years 
bootlegging - smuggling alcohol; originally referring 
to someone who hid liquor in the leg of his boot 
rumrunner - another word for someone who bootlegs 
or smuggles 

i"~~ Since people are affected by 
.\\ \\:- ', changes in the weather they have 

' sought ways to predict its very un 
predictable nature. Almanacs, is 
sued annually, reported the com 
ing year's weather day by day. But 

these publications were by no means the only source 
people used to plan their year "weatherwise." They 
took clues from animals, birds, and bugs. They were 
aware of what was around them and developed 
ways to judge the weather from what they saw, 
heard, and smelled. 
Mark Breen, meteorologist at the Fairbanks 

Museum in St. Johnsbury, tells us that the onion, 
although not a very reliable predictor of weather 
to come, was once used to foretell certain weather 
patterns. On New Year's day, cut six onions in half. 
Then scoop out the centers of the twelve halves and 
line them up in a row. Each half represents one of 
the twelve months. The one on the far left is January 
and the one on the far right is December. Next dump 
a spoonful of salt into each of the onion cups and 
wait to see what happens. The months represented 
by the onions. in which the salt dissolves will be wet 
ones. The other months will tend to be dry. 
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Do you believe this method is an accurate way 

of telling what kind of weather we have in store 
for us? Try it for fun and compare your results with 
what really happens. Don't forget to do it on 
January 1 because we're told it only works if you 
do it on the first day of the new year. What do you 
think about that? 

6 




