
PLAYING THE ODDS 
Alburg, Vermont, offered little in the way of 

employment to Joseph Hawkins. So, at twenty, he 
set out on horseback for Boston. From there he caught 
a boat to Charleston, South Carolina, where he took 
a job on a slave trading ship. They set sail for West 
Africa on December 1, 1794. 

Upon arrival, Hawkins was sent inland to exchange 
goods with the Ebo tribe for prisoners of war. He did 
as he was instructed, traveling through strange jungle 
and crossing paths with crocodiles, monkeys and large 
serpents. After he had made his trade, Hawkins re­ 
turned to the ship with the natives his captain in­ 
tended to sell as slaves in America. 

They sailed for home on June 13, 1795. During the 
voyage, disease spread among the slaves and the crew, 
killing many and blinding Joseph Hawkins. It was in 
this condition that he returned to Vermont. 

Hawkins tried in vain to regain his vision. He 
learned from doctors in this country that an ophtha­ 
mologist in Europe was his only hope. With no money 
to pay his passage over, he needed help. On October 
30, 1798, the Vermont Legislature came to his rescue, 
as they had for others, by way of a state authorized 
lottery. 

Between 1779 and 1804 Vermont's government ap­ 
proved forty-two state lotteries, more than either of 
its neighbors New York or New Hampshire. Raising 
money in this way was not unusual in early times. Most 
of the states in the Union operated lotteries sanc­ 
tioned by their legislatures. 

Initially, lotteries were used when taxes were insuf­ 
ficient to cover a proposed project like the building 
of a school. But as their popularity grew, so did the 
types of causes they supported. 
Money was raised for a wide variety of purposes, 

chief among them the building and repairing of roads 
and bridges. But individuals like Joseph Hawkins were 
helped as well. When fire destroyed Anthony Haswell's 
Rutland print shop, the legislature authorized a lot­ 
tery. The proceeds were to help him repair the struc­ 
ture and open again. The state also helped Joseph 

LOTTERY TICKET # 
6538 SOLD FOR THE 
BENEFIT OF JOSEPH 
HAWKINS. THE LOT­ 
TERY WAS AUTHOR­ 
IZED TO RAISE $2,000. 
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PHILAN'rHROPIC LOTTERY. No.6.f--.J,% 

SECOND and LAST CLASS. 
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for the benefit of 'the unfortunate Mr. HAWKINS, this ticket entitles 
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Advertisement for the "Rutland Lottery" in the 
November 29, 1784, Vermont Gazette. Prizes for 
this lottery were paid in grain. 

At first there was general support for the lottery 
system. Some, however, disapproved, saying that play­ 
ing the lottery was a form of gambling and as such 
should not be sanctioned by law. But def enders of 
the system argued that funds raised went to worthy 
and charitable causes and should be continued. 

As time passed, public sentiment towards the lot­ 
tery changed. Originally a fast and successful means 
of raising money, it became a way for private in­ 
dividuals, and not the intended cause, to make a 
profit. The Vermont lottery began to fall into disfavor. 

Usually 85 OJo of the money raised from ticket sales 
was spent on prizes. The remaining 15%, called the 
deduction, went to the lottery's stated cause. Since fre­ 
quently all the necessary tickets were not sold, and 
lottery managers were obligated to award the adver­ 
tised prizes, the purpose for which the lottery was 
granted did not always receive the expected funds. The 
system was failing. In 1804 Vermont authorized its 
last lottery for more than twenty years. 

Vermont's second wave of lotteries began in 1825 
with the "Phoenix Lottery." It, like the five that fol­ 
lowed, was an extension of earlier lotteries approved 
by the Vermont Legislature between 1779 and 1804 
and never drawn. Since there was no time limit given 
by the government for their completion they could 
be revived at any time and were. 

The Vermont Legislature was not pleased with this 
new development. In order to discourage lottery 
managers, the legislature charged hefty license fees. 
The proceeds went to the state's school fund. As sud­ 
denly as it had begun, Vermont's second lottery era 
was over. 
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The Vermont Lottery Commission was established 
in the 1977 session of the General Assembly. For the 
first time in approximately 150 years lottery tickets 
went on sale in Vermont. The date was February 14, 
1978. Sales were so good that the legislature ap­ 
proved the indefinite continuation of the program. 

1-DIGIT NO. 2-DIGIT NO. 

6 14 
SIX DI£ FOUR 

3-DIGIT NO. 

169 
DI£ SIX Hit£ 

A-138-16 

SERIES-LOT-SEQUENCE 
FEBRUARY 14, 1978 

DRAWING DATE 

In 1985 more history was made. Vermont joined 
New Hampshire and Maine in Tri-State Megabucks. 
The first drawing was on September 14, 1985. 

Lotteries have been part of Vermont's history, past 
and present. Maybe you know someone who plays 
today. Then again, maybe you had an ancestor who 
bought a ticket in the "Philanthropic Lottery" of 1798 
to benefit Joseph Hawkins. 

VOCABULARY 
intend - plan 
vain - without success 
ophthamologist - doctor specializing in the treatment 
of eye disease 
passage - in this context it means his boat trip 
sanctioned - authorize or approve 
insufficient - not enough 
proceeds - profits 
sentiment - feeling 
obligate - to have to do something for moral or legal 
reasons 
revive - to bring back into use 
hefty - heavy or large 

VERMONT INVENTS 
Vermont inventors were hard at work during the 

1800s. Many of their inventions solved perplexing 
local problems. Others improved upon existing 
machines. In such cases, Vermonters' inventive skills 
and their mechanical advancements captured the at­ 
tention of the entire country. 

Vermonters were no strangers to the United States 
Patent Office. Apple parers and clothespins, fly traps 
and patent medicines, steam engines and scales were 
but a few of the hundreds of tools made possible by 
the creativity and ingenuity of our forefathers and 
mothers. 

In Vermont Invents, a special participatory exhibi­ 
tion at the Shelburne Museum, students will have the 
opportunity to investigate the conditions that gave 
rise to so many of Vermont's inventions. They will 
examine the products and devices that resulted. 
Stories behind the inventors and inventions will be 
told, the patent process will be explained and historic 
advertising techniques will be discussed. Students will 
have the opportunity to create an invention of their 
own. They will discuss their inventions with the 
"ghost" of Mrs. Samuel Morey who will aquaint her 
audience with three famous Vermont inventors: 
Horace Wells, Thomas Davenport and her husband 
Samuel Morey. 
A follow-up program is planned for mid-March. 

At that time students will meet with a panel of present­ 
day Vermont inventors. 
To make reservations for this special program, con­ 

tact the School Services Department at the Shelburne 
Museum, 802-985-3346. Hurry. The program is on­ 
ly offered on Tuesdays and Wednesdays through 
March 12, 1986. 
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