HOW FATHER
MOUSE CAME
TO
VERMONT —
AND OTHER
STORIES

Proctor, Vermont, is the home of the Vermont
Marble Company, and for more than a century im-
migrants have traveled to Proctor to join the
marbleworks and make a new home by the shores of
Otter Creek. Families from Italy, Hungary, Poland,
France, Russia, Finland, and other lands settled in
the community and helped it grow.

The Proctor Free Library was founded in 1881, and
part of its purpose was to serve the needs of these new
Proctor citizens. Adults and children who had grown
up overseas were accustomed to reading books in the
languages of their homelands. But where in Proctor
were there books for them to read in the languages
they knew best?

Someone who understood what was needed was
Emily Dutton Proctor. She was the daughter of Red-
field Proctor, the founder of the Vermont Marble
Company and later U.S. Senator from Vermont.
Emily Proctor was born in 1869 and grew up to
become a generous donor of funds to help the sick
and the poor. She opened a community center called
Cavendish House where foreigners studied English,
and young people learned cooking, sewing, French,
and physical education, and got hot lunches if they
needed them.
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Father Mouse instructs his children to beware of the hideous “Kot” in
this Polish illustration by M. Wisznicki, Warsaw, 1925.
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The letter “P” for peacock from L’Alphabet de Jean-Jean, published in
Paris.
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A company of animals shares a summer feast in this illustration from a
book published in Prague, Czechoslovakia, in 1923.

When Emily Proctor realized that the marble-
workers and their families missed the languages and
culture of their homelands, she acquired for the library
a large collection of foreign-language books for adult
readers and a wonderful set of picture books for
children. The picture books, which date from the
1920s, are full of fanciful illustrations.
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Today Barbara Burns is the director of the Proctor
Library. She treasures the books that Emily Proctor
gathered for her friends and neighbors and proudly
shows them to visitors. If you visit the Proctor Free
Library, ask to see these lovely books, which helped
a generation of young Vermonters to keep alive their
foreign heritage while growing up in the beauty of the
Green Mountains.

A drawing by the Italian artist Brunelleschi in Batocchio e Cavicchio, a
book of three comedies for the marionette theater, ca. 1925.
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) ) ) ) Drawing by Martta Wendelin for a Finnish storybook published in Helsinki
Mariana, the heroine of a Slovak tale published in 1920, one of the more in 1928.
than one hundred foreign children’s books collected by Emily Proctor for
the Proctor Free Library.

NTHUA HOULIO He npuaerana.” Ha TtpeTbio
HOUYbL nowenb cTepednb snGaoku UBanb-uape-
B#ub. JlOAr0 OHD KAaNDb; BAPYId BECh CAlb
ocsbTHACA, KaKD AvemD, ApuneThaa wapb-
nTHEa ¥ crana cpeisath s6ga0kn. Msanb-
HapeBHyb MOAKPAICA Kb Heil ¥ noiimanb
ee 3a xsocTb. Ho wapb-nTuua Buipsanace
1 yaerbaa, 0CTaBHBbL OAHO flepO Bb PYKaxb
y HWsauna-uapesnua. Yrtpomb MBzanb-uape-
BHYD OTAaNb UAPI0O NEepo # pas3cKasanb,
kakb Bce npousowno. lapb ouenb oGpa-
noBasca M ocraBuab ce6b nepo, koropoe f
cinno, kaxb coanue. Cb Thxb nopb wapb-
ATULA nepecTana Jertarh Bb KAPCKiA calb.
liaps onsiTe nossaab kb ced6b chiHOBe#d H
ckaszaab umb: Haliaure mub wapb-ntuuy.
Kvo npunecetv mnb ee nusoi, ToTp no-
AYYuTH NOAUAPCTBA WM, KOrda N ympy,
Gynetv uapemb.” [Qumutpiit u Bacuniii-
apeBuun ceituach ke colpanuch Bb J10-
pory. Weana-uapesuuya B3aTb Cb COGOH
onn He xoThau, Takb-KaKb Obli¥ CEPAHTHI
Ha Hero 3a TO, 4TO emy yAajoCb BbIpBATh
qyReCHOE MEPO H3b XBOCTA MAPbL-NTHLULL
flpuwnocs Wsany-uapesnuy OTRpaBHTbCA
HCKATb Wapb-nruuy oanomy. Hoaro bxans

Emily Dutton Proctor, ca. 1930. Ivan Tzarevitch (Prince John) pauses to read an inscription on a boulder. Russia, 1899.





