
Tim Titus gave the 6th grade a tour of Crown Point. 
He showed us where all the soldiers slept and where 
they lived. On April 21, 1773, a resident, Mrs. Ross, 
built a fire in a sooted chimney. While cooking pork 
and peas a chimney fire started and spread to the 
barracks' roof and soon traveled the log walls to the 
fort. People fled in terror as the fire approached the 
magazine which contained 100 barrels of gunpowder. 
A violent explosion happened. The fire totally 
destroyed the great fort leaving very little of Crown 
Point. Now they are trying to preserve what is left 
of the fort. 

Eric Owen 

When I went to the Sheldon Museum I thought that 
it was really interesting. There was a drum there that 
had blood stains on it. The boy's name that owned 
it was Freeman James. He got it from a boy from the 
south who was wounded. Freeman's drum was 
damaged so he took the southern boy's drum cover 
and used it for his own. 

Beth Langeway 

Counting Sheep 
The early settlers of Vermont raised sheep for their wool which 

they spun into yarn and wove into cloth. By the early 1800s the price 
a farmer could get for wool rose. Farmers who had originally raised 
sheep just for their families' needs began raising them to sell wool. 
Sheep farming became the number one source of income for many 
Vermonters. Farmers were so enthusiastic about sheep farming that 
by 1840 there were over one and a half million sheep in the state, 
about five sheep to every man, woman, and child. In no time, mills 
for processing the wool began to spring up. 
Competition from western sheep ranchers and lower wool prices 

soon forced most Vermont farmers to switch to raising cows and other 
crops. A few farmers began to specialize in raising pure-bred Merino 
sheep for shepherds around the world. 

Vermont's sheep industry will be featured in an exhibit at the Ver 
mont Museum in Montpelier from May 31 to November 1, 1984. 
Photographs, drawings, sheep shearing and branding tools as well 
as spinning, carding, and shearing demonstrations will help visitors 
understand and appreciate the traditions of sheep raising in Vermont. 
Please call 828-2291 for a schedule of special events. 
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