


course, to find that out just by looking at the calendar. 
But what if someone asked you what day of the week your 
fiftieth birthday would fall on or whether July 4, 1995, 
would be a Tuesday or a Wednesday? Now that's a bit 
harder to answer! But it is not impossible if you happen 
to have a perpetual calendar at your fingertips. 
The calendar pictured here was printed in 1805. It is 

a clever table of numbers with which you can figure out 
any date between 1600 and 2399. Calendars like this were 
particularly useful in the days before people had yearly 
calendars. 

Today, historians use perpetual calendars to figure out 
on what day of the week certain historical events hap 
pened. Maybe an old letter or diary has only a weekday, 
and month written on it but no year. With a perpetual 
calendar you could figure out the year. 

You can make your own perpetual calendar simply by 
using this one as a model. Maybe you'd rather color the 
one here or add your own designs to it. Use your imag 
ination! You can frame it with a fancy border, accent areas 
with colored pencils or markers, or tuck a favorite draw 
ing into a corner. You'll end up with a unique and useful 
chart that you can use for years and years. Maybe your 
great-great-grandchildren will enjoy using what will then 
be a family heirloom. You may want to make duplicates 
on a copy machine to give to family and friends. 
If you decide to make your own, you will need a large 

sheet of heavyweight drawing paper, a pencil, markers 
and crayons, a ruler, and jar lids or other shapes to trace 
around. Making a perpetual calendar requires a great deal 
of patience because you must measure and draw many 
lines and then write the right numbers, letters, and words 
in the proper boxes. Be sure to make your calendar at least 
8 "by 12" so that you can easily fit all of the information 
in it. You may also want to sketch out the whole thing first 
in pencil so that if you make a mistake you can fix it. 
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Send a photograph or a copy of your perpetual 

calendar to: The Green Mountaineer, Vermont Histor 
ical Society, 109 State Street, Montpelier, Vermont 
05602. The editor will select several to include in the 
Fall 1989 issue. 

10 

KEEPING POSTED 

· BROADSIDES 

from the \~ ·~ 

VERMONT~✓- 

HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY 

LIBRARY 

Come see the marvelous, amazing, never-before 
shown exhibition of Vermont broadsides at the Ver 
mont Museum in Montpelier. View the Dresden print 
ing press, carried to Vermont by oxcart in 1778. Visit 
an early post office, complete with broadsides. See the 
exciting broadside advertising the 1919 baseball game 
between Rutland and the Boston Red Sox with star 
player Babe Ruth! Wonder at the astonishing cures 
made possible by a swig of Dr. Kendall's Blood Pur 
ifier! See all this and much, much more! No one will 
go home disappointed! 
"Keeping Posted" is on exhibit through December, 

1989, at the Vermont Historical Society's museum on 
State Street in Montpelier. Museum hours are Monday 
through Friday, 9:00-4:30, and Saturdays from 
9:30-4:00. The Vermont Museum is open on Sundays 
from 9:30-4:00 in July and August as well as during 
the fall foliage season. Call 828-2291 for more 
information. 
Be sure not to miss it. 
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